
What does the label cover and where is it recognised?

I N F O R M A T I O N  O N  T H E  C E R T I F I C A T E

The main feature of the eco-INSTITUT-Label criteria is the 

detailed list of VOC emission requirements for critical sub-

stance groups and individual substances. This is based, 

among other things, on the current list of NIK values from 

the AgBB, but also includes the German Indoor Guide Values 

RW I. Emission tests are usually carried out after 3 and 28 

days in accordance with EN 16516. Due to the strict 

eco-INSTITUT-Label criteria, emission requirements for pro-

ducts are covered or recognised in other national and inter-

national evaluation programmes, such as …

��Recognised quality seal for con-

struction and furnishing products, 

furniture, cleaning products, 

mattresses and bedding

��Recommended by leading indepen-

dent consumer media (e.g. WDR 

Haushalts-Check, ÖKO-TEST Magazi-

ne, label-online.de)

��Identifies products that are particu-

larly low in pollutants and emissi-

ons 

��Test scope: 1. Document inspection 

(full declaration), 2. Laboratory 

testing (extensive tests for emissi-

ons, substances and odour)

��Validity: 2 years; annual confor-

mity test; complete reassessment 

required for renewal after 2 years

��Transparency in the test sequence, 

the test criteria and the costs 

(further information at 

www.eco-institut-label.de)

��AgBB scheme Germany

(Committee for Health-related Eva-

luation of Building Products)

��State Building Codes/MVV TB Ger-

many: Requirements for structural 

installations regarding health pro-

tection (ABG)

��Belgian VOC regulation

��French VOC regulation Class A and 

French CMR regulation

��BREEAM

Hea02 / Hea 04 (v7) Indoor air 

quality, Emission criteria

��BVB Sweden

Byggvaru® Bedömningen: 

VOC emissions 

��Danish Indoor Climate Labelling

Emissions by chemical analysis

��DGNB International

ENV1.2 – Risks to the local environ-

ment; emission evidence from rows 

8, 9, 11, 13, 20, 47a/47, 48 (Annex 

1, new  construction, renovation, 

interiors, v2018, v2021, v2023, 

v2024); 1, 2 (interiors, v2018)

��eco-bau Switzerland

Criterion: Solvents

��EGGbi European Society for Healthy 

Building and Indoor Hygiene 

(quote: „[...] most comprehensive 

and completely transparent cata-

logue of criteria of all quality labels 

[...]“)

��EU Taxonomy Regulation (EU) 
2023/2486
3.1 New construction, 3.2 Building 
renovation, 3.5 Use of concrete: 
5) Avoidance and reduction of envi-
ronmental pollution, formaldehyde 
and carcinogenic VOCs

��GOLS Global Organic Latex Standard

��Italian Green Public Procurement

I Criteri ambientali minimi – CAM

��LEED v4.1 and LEED v4 for projects 

outside the U.S.; EQ credit low-

emitting materials: VOC emissions 

requirements (formaldehyd emissi-

ons after 28 days < 10 µg/m³)

��QNG German Quality label Su-

stainable Building

3.1.3 Avoidance of harmful sub-

stances in building materials: Par-

tial or complete requirements for 

SVHC, VOC emissions and content 

Pos. 1, 2, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 

4.5, 5.3, 5.5, 5.6, 5.7, 5.8, 5.10, 6, 

7.5, 9, 11.1, 12.4

��SINTEF Environmental certificate
4.3 Emission requirements 

��WELL International

International WELL Building 

Institute
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The list is not exhaustive.

The most important facts about the eco-INSTITUT-Label


